of England There are few today, even among the most loyal Tories,
who would not be found to regret that the invitation should have
fallen on deaf ears

Later in the year, Mr Churchill had to perform a similar office
for the Orange Free State, and in this speech he soared to even
loftier heights, as he dwelt upon the effects of liberty under British
auspices

"The cause of the poor and the weak all o\er the world will have
been sustained, and everywhere small peoples will get more room
to breathe, and everywhere great empires will be encouraged by our
example to step forward into the sunshine of a more gentle and
a more generous age "

Pathetic optimism'

But his post at the Colonial Office was one in which Mr. ChurchilTs
impetuous and explosive disposition was likely to be the source of
some danger For there can hardly be imagined a relationship that
called for the exercise of greater tact and self-restraint than that
between the Dominions, with their self-conscious and thin-skinned
nationalism, and a British Government that had been swept to
office on a wave of triumphant Liberalism, and had behind it all
the anti-imperialist sentiment in the country For what the Colonies
and Dominions understood by freedom was the right to be masters
jn their own houses, which might include, quite literally, that of
walloping their own niggers, whereas to earnest Liberals at home,
anything savouring of tyranny under the British flag was viewed
with an honest abhorrence that might not rest satisfied with the
attitude of Gallio

Under these circumstances Mr Churchill's faculty, that he had
acquired from Macaulay, of lucid and telling statement, was a source
of strength that perhaps resembled a little too much that of a young
bull turned loose in a china shop There was, for instance, a delicate
situation created by native unrest in Natal, and the drastic measures
of repression that the local Government thought fit to adopt; and
there could have been no more admirable statement of the Colonial
Office's right to put a brake on these activities, than to point out, as
Churchill did, that a colony is not entitled to say "Hands o#J no
dictation in our internal affairs", and the next day to telegraph for
the protection of a brigade of British infantry But when one reflects
that this was precisely the case of George Ill's ministers against the
American colonists, it is evident that to hold this sort of language is
playing with fire. And m point of fact sentiment m Natal became
dangerously inflamed, the ministry actually resignmg at one time,
and doubts being freely expressed about the imperial connection, that
had a strange sound among the most intensely pro~Brifcsh of South
African peoples Luckily the Union of South"Afhca, which was thi?